
 

 

 

 

 

           
 
 

 
                                                        WORTHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Bury Road, Wortham, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 1PX 
Tel: 01379 898484    Email: admin@wortham.suffolk.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs C Flatman 
http://www.wortham.suffolk.sch.uk/                                                                                  

 
Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                           6th September 2017 
 
I’d like to welcome you all back to what I’m sure will be a great year for us all at Wortham Primary. I 
hope that you have all had a restful and enjoyable summer break. The children have all settled so well 
into their classroom routines already and it’s been lovely to see them all enjoying each other’s company 
and getting reacquainted after their summer holiday. 
 
The staff and I are really looking forward to working with everyone over the year ahead. Our lovely 
school continues to grow from strength to strength, new staff members have joined us and 
through our school development plans and professional development we have now built a highly skilled, 
enthusiastic and dedicated team. Children in our school have great learning attitudes and superb 
behaviour and this, coupled with your support from home and excellent learning opportunities in school 
can only mean that they have every chance to be successful. As our Vision Statement says – Together 
we Achieve. 
 
Welcome to New staff members. 
The school is delighted to welcome both Mrs Jane Spendelow to teach in Otter class and Mr Robert 
Varela to teach in Hedgehog class.  Both members of staff have been very busy over the summer 
preparing for their new roles and we are very excited to have them here with us at Wortham. 
 
Performance 
 
Our 2017 SATS results for Year 2 and Year 6 were in line or better than we had predicted and once 
again the school has achieved excellent progress scores for children at the end of Key stage 2. These 
scores place us in the top 25% nationally for Mathematics and in the middle 20% nationally for reading 
and writing. As you are aware the expectations for pupils at the end of Key stage 2 and Key stage 1 
have been raised. Therefore this is a great achievement for those children and we are very proud of 
their efforts and the hard work of our staffing team.  I have included the school’s results predicated and 
actual scores for Key stage 2 as well as the progress achievements.  They are as follows. 
Year 2 

16 children 

Each child represents 

6.25% 

% of children achieving ARE – Age 

related expectations 

% of children working at greater depth  

Maths 81% 25% 

Reading 69% 13% 

Writing 81% 25% 
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Yr. 6 

 

Reading Writing Maths GAPS Combined 

R/W/M 

Predicted % of 

children to 

meet the 

standard  

67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 

Actual % of 

children  who 

have met the 

standard 

67% 67% 92% 75% 50% 

  
Progress scores:  Mathematics: 2.0 (Top 25% of schools nationally) 
                           Reading        0.4 (Middle 20% of schools nationally.) 
                           Writing         -0.2 (Middle 20% of schools nationally.) 
 
New children starting school this term 
 
We are so pleased to welcome 15 new children into Reception; welcome to, Henry, Bridget, Esther, 
Edward, Ella, Oliver, Beth, Ammie, Robyn, Jayden, Elwood, Shyla, Olivia, Pippa and Noah.  We also 
extend a warm welcome to Callie who joins us in Yr. 5.  
We now have 103 children on roll at Wortham which is a fantastic achievement for a small village 
school. 
 
Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) 
After much uncertainty before the summer break I can now confirm that the government have decided 
not to axe Universal Free school meals for children in Key Stage 1. The children in Reception, Yr. 1 and 
Yr.2  are all entitled to a free school dinner everyday. We shall be using a proforma at the start of each 
week so that you can inform us a week at a time as to whether your child will be having a school dinner 
or packed lunch. - A reminder that if you think you may be entitled to receiving Free School Meals for 
your child/ren, please ask for details at the office. 
 
School and Class Curriculum 
Attached to this letter you will find a whole school overview of the themes we have provisionally 
planned for this coming school year. The finer details and learning outcomes for each class will be 
shared with you via the class pages on the school website – class teachers often refer to these as the 
Class Statements. 
 
Annual Macmillan fundraiser 
As in previous years we hope to hold a cake sale after celebration assembly on Friday 29th September 
in aid of Macmillan cancer charity. We would welcome any cake and biscuit donations to sell on the 
day. A letter providing more information about the day will be sent out closer to this date- Thank you. 
 
Nut allergy reminder 
Please can we remind you all that because we have a number of children who are severely allergic to 
nuts all packed lunches need to be nut free. You will need to check the ingredients in snack biscuits 
and bars etc. Can I also request that children do not bring in any birthday treats, cakes, biscuits or 
sweets. I thank you in advance of you supporting the school over this. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Home School Agreement and Safe ICT user agreement 
Your child will be bringing home a copy of the Home School Agreements for Learning and Behaviour 
and the ICT Safe User agreement in the next week or so. Please take some time to discuss this with 
your child before signing and returning it to school. If you have any questions about these please come 
and speak to a member of staff. 
 
Swimming 
Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 will be having swimming lessons this term every Friday morning (starting 
Friday 
15th September). Please see the separate letter about swimming for further details. 
 
Together we Achieve 
As it is the start of the new school year, we shall be reminding the children about our school motto 
‘Together we Achieve’ through our assembly theme for this half term. The children will hear stories 
which focus on the importance of team working; they will have the opportunity to put themselves 
forward for roles and responsibilities such as School Councillor, Eco Councillor and for the older 
children E-Safety and Road Safety officers. 
 
Assemblies 
On Monday we hold an Open the Book assembly where members of the parish church tell stories 
through drama and on a Friday we hold our celebration assembly where children have their hard work, 
good attitudes to learning and sporting talents and participation recognised. We would ask that children 
bring in their significant achievements to share with us all at this time. It would be lovely to see as many 
parents as possible for the celebration assembly held on a Friday. They will begin next Friday-15th 
September. 
. 
 
Holidays in term time 
I appreciate that we have just returned from our summer holidays, but please could I take this 
opportunity to remind you all that we would encourage you not to take your children out of school during 
term time for a holiday, long weekend or day out. Your child will miss valuable learning time if they are 
taken out, they may miss trips or visitors and overall, their ability to make progress and achieve well can 
be affected. I would also like to add that as a school we are asked on a half termly basis to provide 
attendance data to the Local Authority, this includes children arriving to school after 9am and missing 
registration, so we would encourage all children to be on time in the morning. We would ask that if you 
arrive to school after 9am that you sign in the late register that is located in the school office-thank you. 
 
Medication 
Could I ask all parents to ensure that they have brought in all inhalers, epi pens and piriton for those 
children that require them. Could you please make sure that these are in date.  
 
Parking 
With our increase in pupil numbers it is even busier now at the end of the school day. Could I please 
remind parents that we operate a clockwise parking system and that parking as close to the edge of the 
mound would be very helpful so that we can offer access to everyone. Thank you for your continued 
support in this matter. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to Year group meetings. 
This year we would like to hold a ten minute meeting with class parents to take you all through our 
timetables, planning and expectations. We would like to hold these meetings on Monday 18 th 
September. The time slots are as follows. 
2.30-2.45pm- Mr Varela 
2.45pm-3.00pm- Mr Waters 
3pm- 3.15pm- Mrs Spendelow/Mrs Flatman 
3pm-3.15pm- Mrs Erith 
 
We look forward to talking to all of you then. 
 
Diary dates 
 
The Autumn term is always a busy time of year, and so we shall endeavour to keep you fully informed 
of events and diary dates. As written above, the school website will be updated weekly and so this will 
be your best reference point, along with the white notice board outside the school gates (where 
changes and last minute notices are posted) 
 
September 
15th Swimming starts 
13th: Individual school photographs 
29th –Macmillan cake sale 
October 
16TH – Yr. 6 children visit to Aylmerton. 
20th Last day – half term next week 
November 
6th- Parent consultations 
7th- Parent consultations 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the school and here’s to another successful academic year at 
Wortham. 
 
 
Mrs Claire Flatman 
 
Head teacher 


